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kje/gfe/nak/rta 

 

 

 

Situation of the Mauritius Football Association 

 

Dear Mr Bowud, 

 

We refer to your correspondence of 2 March 2023 informing us about the decision of the Ministry of 

Youth Empowerment, Sports and Recreation (hereinafter: the Ministry) to dissolve the National Managing 

Committee of the Mauritius Football Association (MFA) and set up a so-called Temporary Committee to 

i) manage the affairs of the MFA, ii) amend the Rules of the MFA, iii) organise and supervise elections at 

regional and national level, and iv) organise football competitions and prepare national teams for “major 

international events”. In this regard, we also take note of the content of the letter dated 2 March 2023 

which the Ministry addressed to the MFA announcing said decision. 

 

We are gravely concerned by such an incomprehensible decision and the direct implication that it will 

have on the ability of the MFA to govern its affairs in light with its statutory obligations as a member 

association of FIFA. We also do not understand the timing of such decision, in particular following the 

many attempts the MFA and FIFA made to seek dialogue with the Ministry in order to find a constructive 

solution that would be acceptable to all parties concerned. In this respect, we note that our letter of 20 

December 2022 (copy attached) addressed to the Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sports and 

Recreation, The Hon. Stephan Toussaint, and his Permanent Secretary, Mr Joseph Ramsamy, has so far 

remained unanswered.   

 

Art. 14 par. 1 let. i) and art. 19 par. 1 of the FIFA Statutes impose on all FIFA member associations, 

including the MFA, the obligation to manage their affairs independently and without undue influence 

from third parties. Any violation of such obligation may lead to sanctions provided for in the FIFA Statutes, 

even if the third-party influence was not the fault of the member association concerned (cf. art. 14 par. 

2 and 3 of the FIFA Statutes).  

 

In this context, we consider that the aforementioned decision of the Ministry to dissolve the MFA National 

Managing Committee and replace it by a so-called Temporary Committee would appear to be clearly 

contrary to the abovementioned statutory obligation. We are therefore of the opinion that the present 

situation of the MFA amounts to an undue third-party interference in the affairs of the MFA, thus putting 

the latter at great risk of being suspended by the competent FIFA decision-making body, unless the 

relevant decision of the Ministry is revoked soon. In this regard, we would also like to recall that a 

suspension would mean that the MFA would lose all of its membership rights as a member association 
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of FIFA, as defined in art. 13 of the FIFA Statutes, with immediate effect and until further notice, including, 

but not limited to, the right of the MFA’s national teams or any of its clubs to participate in any 

international competitions as well as the right of the MFA and its Members to benefit from FIFA and CAF’s 

financial/development programmes. In short, all relevant stakeholders involved in football in Mauritius 

would be affected by a suspension. 

 

In view of this, should the Ministry not reverse its decision to appoint the so-called Temporary Committee 

by 16 March 2023 at the latest, and therefore permitting the MFA National Managing Committee to regain 

full control of the MFA, the present matter will be presented to the FIFA Council for consideration and 

decision. 

 

Finally, and for the sake of good order, we would like to raise another ongoing issue related to some 

incidents taking place in the territory of the MFA. In particular, we refer to the investigation in relation to 

the entity called LFC International Academy Mauritius for potential breaches of the FIFA Regulations 

concerning minor players, which may lead to disciplinary measures being imposed by the FIFA 

Disciplinary Committee.  

 

We thank you for taking note of the above and for communicating the content of this letter to the parties 

concerned. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

FIFA 

 

 

 

 

Kenny Jean-Marie 

Chief Member Associations Officer 

 

 

 

cc: CAF 

Encl. mentioned 


